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SYNOPSIS  

 
Not many school leavers choose TVET as their first choice. And there are 

even less or no students with good academic records opt for TVET. The 

reason as to why this is the case is rather universal.  On one hand, it gives the 

impression TVET is for poor students; on the other hand, the career paths are 

not as clear.  It is not easy to change the perception that TVET is for poor 

student; when we already have Pendidikan Asas Vokasional (PAV) schools 

for those who cannot enter normal classes after year 6. The Ministry of 

Education commendably launched its Vocational Education Transformation 

Plan in 2011 as an effort to provide access to better students.  It may be too 

early to say if the effort can change the face of TVET through this single plan, 

but the transformation plan has to include all providers, industries and 

agencies related to TVET and training. 

 

BIODATA OF SPEAKER 
  

Mohd. Saleh Jaafar obtained a BSc (Civil Engineering) with 

honours from Michigan State University in 1985. He 

received his MS (Structures) from the University of 

Michigan at Ann Arbor in 1988 and PhD (Structures) from 

the Sheffield University, United Kingdom in 1998. Saleh 

has been with Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), since 1985 

and earned his Professional Engineer status in 1992. Saleh 

was Head of Civil Engineering Department from 1999 to 

2006, Deputy Dean (Academic) at Faculty of Engineering 

from 2006 to 2007 and Dean of Engineering from 2007 to 

2010. Saleh was later appointed as Deputy Vice Chancellor 

(Research and Innovation) from 2011 to 2013.  

 

Saleh has been with Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), since 1985 and earned his 

Professional Engineer status in 1992. Saleh was Head of Civil Engineering 

Department from 1999 to 2006, Deputy Dean (Academic) at Faculty of Engineering 

from 2006 to 2007 and Dean of Engineering from 2007 to 2010. Saleh was later 

appointed as Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research and Innovation) from 2011 to 2013. 

Saleh is a Professor in Civil Engineering, specializing in materials and structural 

engineering. He currently serves the Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia as 

consultant and special advisor to the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2015-2025 (Higher 

Education). He is now the Director for University Transformation Program (UniTP), a 

major initiative from the Malaysia Education Blueprint. The task requires him to affect 

changes and transformation of the Malaysian public universities. Saleh can be 

contacted at msj@upm.my or msj@mohe.gov.my 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS TO NOTE: 

 

 Preferential admission to talk shall be 
accorded to IEM members (pre-registration 
and online registration are NOT required).  

 Nonmembers may also attend the talk but 
will need to pay a registration fee of RM50 
and an administrative fee of RM15. GST is 
inclusive. 

 Members of affiliated organizations upon 
producing their membership cards will be 
exempted from paying registration fee.  
Administrative fee is nevertheless 
applicable.  

 Limited seats are available on a "first come 
first served" basis (maximum 100 
participants). 

 IEM members are reminded to produce 
membership cards for confirmation of 
attendance (CPD purpose) failing which a 
fee of RM25 will be imposed. GST inclusive. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE FEE 

 Kindly be informed that an administrative 
fee of RM15 is payable for talks organized 
by IEM. GST is inclusive. 

 The fee would be used to cover overhead 
costs, building maintenance expenses as 
well as contribute to Wisma IEM Building 
Fund.  

 All contributions will be deeply appreciated 
by IEM. 

 Student Members are however exempted.  
 

PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION ACT 
I have read and understood the IEM’s 
Personal Data Protection Notice published on 
IEM’s website at http://www.myiem.org.my 
and I agree to IEM’s use and processing of my 
personal data as set out in the said notice. 
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